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 Introduce Myself  

Arts Education Partnership 

Education Commission of the States 

The Policy Landscape for Arts in Education  

Resources 

Things to Consider 

 

 

Overview:   





• The Arts Education Partnership is a center within Education 
Commission of the States dedicated to advancing the arts in 
education through research, policy and practice. 

• AEP serves as the nation’s hub for individuals and organizations 
committed to making high-quality arts education accessible to all 
U.S. students, improving arts education practice, and researching 
how art influences and strengthens American education.  

• We serve our Partner Organizations by providing priority access to 
research and information, and creating opportunities for 
communication and collaboration between arts disciplines and 
across sectors. 

 

About the Arts Education Partnership 



About Education Commission of the States 

Believing that informed policymakers create 

better education policy, Education 

Commission of the States works with state 

education leaders to provide unbiased policy 

research and reports, targeted technical 

support and the opportunity to learn from 

peers in other states. 



The Power of Partnership 

AEP is committed to elevating the work of the partners and find areas for collaboration, common cause 
and opportunities for organizations to leverage each other’s work to optimize resources and promising 
practices. AEP will only be able to achieve our goals by nurturing our strong partnership to:  

 

Communicate the power of arts 

in education for all students 

through story-telling and the 

sharing of promising practices;    

Collaborate on new research, 

ideas, resources and policy 

solutions;  

Convene experts, thought leaders and 

decision-makers across the arts in 

education field and broader education 

landscape; and  

Connect the field to relevant, useful, 

and timely information and resources 

to build knowledge of and support for 

arts education. 



 The Arts Leading the Way to Student 
Success: A 2020 Action Agenda for Advancing 
the Arts in Education sets forth an ambitious 
plan for achieving the Action Agenda’s five-
year aspirational goal:  
 

By the year 2020 every young person in America, 
at every grade level, from pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12, will have equitable access to 
high quality arts learning opportunities, both 
during the school day and in out-of-school time. 

 

AEP Collaboration: 2020 Action Agenda 



The Agenda identifies four state level priority 

areas in which arts and education leaders can 

situate their work: 

 Raise Student Achievement and Success 

 Support Effective Educators and School Leaders 

 Transform the Teaching and Learning Environment  

 Build Leadership Capacity and Knowledge 

AEP Collaboration: 2020 Action Agenda 



The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

 

 

Opportunities and Resources 

for the Arts in an ESSA  Policy 

Landscape 

 



 In December 2015, the U.S. Congress passed the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) providing state and 
district leaders with increased flexibility to best meet 
the needs of all students.  

 This increased flexibility allows leaders to find 
innovative solutions for ensuring that all students have 
the opportunity to experience a well-rounded 
education – one that pushes beyond the subjects of 
reading, writing and mathematics, and includes the 
arts, sciences and humanities as essential components. 

 AEP’s report ESSA: Mapping opportunities for the 
arts will be continuously updated to reflect the most 
up-to-date information on the state of 
implementation. 

 

ESSA: A New Era for the Arts in Education 



Well-Rounded Education 

Replaces ǲCore 
Academic Subjectǳ 

Allows Access to Title I, 
Title II, and other funds 

Student Support & 
Academic Enrichment 
Grants 

 



 Americans for the Arts, Co-Chair 

 League of American Orchestras, Co-Chair 

 Afterschool Alliance 

 Dance/USA 

 Educational Theatre Association 

 John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts 

 National Art Education Association 

 National Assembly of State Arts Agencies 

 National Association for Music Education 

 National Association of Elementary School 
Principals 

 National Dance Education Organization 

 OPERA America 

 Performing Arts Alliance 

 Perpich Center for Arts Education 

 Quadrant Arts Education Research 

 State Education Agencies Directors of Arts 
Education 

 VH1 Save the Music Foundation 

 Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts 

 Young Audiences, Inc. 

ESSA / Well-Rounded Education Working Group 



AEP web site regularly 

updated with additional 

resources 

 
 http://www.aep-arts.org/essa/ 

 

Additional ESSA Resources 



ECS ESSA Resources 

Special Reports 
covering topics such 
as: 

 ESSA’s Well-Rounded 
Education 

 Collaborative 
Stakeholder 
Engagement 

 Special Populations 



More ECS ESSA Resources 

This report provides insight into key areas of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) that have prompted questions 
and concerns from education leaders and policymakers as 
they prepare to implement this new law. 

 

The ten ESSA issues explored in this report include: 

 Assessment Flexibility 

 Assessment Participation and Opt-Outs 

 Innovative Assessment Pilot 

 Indicators of School Quality or Student Success 

 English Learners and Accountability 

 Supporting Low-Performing Schools 

 Teachers and School Leaders 

 Title I’s Supplement-Not-Supplant Provision 

 Title IV – 21st Century Schools 

 State Plans 

 

http://www.ecs.org/essa-quick-guides-on-top-issues/ 



AEP’s report ESSA: 

Mapping opportunities for 

the arts in education will 

be continuously updated to 

reflect the most up-to-date 

information on the state of 

implementation. 

 

Mapping the opportunities 



 ArtsEdSearch is the 
nation’s first research and 
policy database focused 
entirely on student and 
educator outcomes 
associated with in-school 
and out-of-school arts 
education and implications 
for policy based on existing 
research. 

 www.artsedsearch.org  

AEP Resources Connect: ARTS ED SEARCH 

http://www.artsedsearch.org/


 ArtScan is a searchable 
clearinghouse of the 
latest state policies 
supporting education in 
and through the arts 
from all 50 states and 
the District of 
Columbia. 

AEP Resources Connect: ARTSCAN 



AEP National Convenings 

 AEP’s National Forums convene the 
country’s foremost leaders to discuss 
what works in arts education and to 
advance best practices that help ensure 
a complete education for every child in 
America. The National Forums provide a 
platform for sharing emerging research 
and shaping policy recommendations 
that improve schools and help students 
succeed.  

 AEP’s State Policy Symposiums are 
one-day events for national and state-
level leaders for a ǲroll-up your sleevesǳ 
day focused on the pressing federal and 
state education issues and implications 
for the arts. 
 



Another Convening of Importance 

 

 

Different Strokes: Preparing 

Teachers for Arts Integration by 

Gene Diaz  & Martha McKenna  

 

National Art Education 

Association  National 

Convention  

 

March 2-4 , 2017            

  New York, NY 



Other Research Publications 



AEP Communications 

 The ArtsEd Digest gives subscribers easy access to vital 
and timely news and information about arts and education 
from our partners and from the field, including new 
research, programs, events and job opportunities. 

 http://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/ 

http://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
http://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/
http://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/


Thank  You  

2016 MAEA Conference : Redefining Art Education 

 

What does it mean to each of you to redefine art 

education? 



Wishing you a wonderful conference 

Some things to think about: 

 

 The times they are a changin’  
(Bob Dylan) 

 Not everything needs to be so 

polarizing  (Sunglass Hut) 

 Arts can bring unlikely 

suspects together  (Jane Best) 

 

 

 



What brings us all together here today: 

 

ǲIn a world fraught with divisive problems, the work 
of creative people can be a powerful conduit to one 
another, a way to connect and see each other more 

clearly.ǳ 

 

Zeyba Rhaman - Building Bridges 



Contact and Social Media Information: 

Jane R. Best                                 Jbest@ecs.org 

 

Twitter:                                          @AEP_Arts 

      @BestEdPolicy 

 

Facebook:                ArtsEdPartnership 

 

mailto:Jbest@ecs.org

